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Editor’s note: Assalam walaykum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatu. Welcome to the fourth edition of the Gazette. We hope
everyone had a good summer break with family and friends. We are back with this edition updates on Womens Council
and Masjid activities.

Media and Public Relations – Sikandar Khan
All praise be to Allah , exhalted be He , Lord of the Worlds and salutations to
the beloved Prophet Muhammad ( SAWS ) . We are pleased to dedicate this
issue of The Gazette to Women Council and their activities . Women constitute
almost half of the population and they are responsible for the nurturing,
guidance and reformation of the subsequent generations of men and women.
The mothers imbue principles and faith into souls of the Society. “Whoever does
good, whether male or female, and he or she is a believer, they will enter the
garden, and not the least injustice will be done to them.” (Holy Quran , 3:195 ) .
The Muslim woman, like the Muslim man is called upon to believe in Allah the almighty, the day of
judgement, the Book, the Angels and the Prophets.
She must call for the good and forbid evil. She is also responsible for the well- being of the Muslim
community. It is important in our Islamic Society, that the Islamic principles, morals and values are upheld
with the fullest conviction, honour and austerity in obedience to Allah Almighty. May the blessings of Allah
be upon His Prophet (SAWS), his companion and his family. On the issue of civic elections, which is taking
place all across British Columbia, we say, as good citizens, it is our duty and privilege to exercise the right
to vote. Let us choose to be noble and active in the quest to be good civic citizens. The editorial board took
a summer retrieve and now that we are back with renewed energy, we intend to publish the gazette at regular
intervals. In Sh’aa Allah , we shall look forward to your patronage .

BCMA Executives met with the
Indonesian Consulate office staff at the
BC Muslim School. Mr. Syamsi Ali from
New York. Indonesian Consulate
representative and His Excellency, Mr.
Yudhono Irawan was also part of the
delegation.
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ROLE OF WOMEN IN ISLAM - IMAM YAHYA MOMLA
This month’s newsletter is dedicated to the “Role of Women in Islam.” As someone
who is not a woman, it is hard to write about this topic nowadays without ruffling
a few feathers. There are those who would lead our sisters to believe that no man
should ever tell them how to act, behave or dress let alone what their “role” is. For
a Muslim(ah), there exists here a conundrum of sorts; how can we believe the above
while knowing full well that the Prophet  )وسلم عليه هللا صلىclearly a man, and the best
of them at that) advised, counselled and sometimes rebuked and admonished the
women of this Ummah? With this preface I put pen to paper.
Islam in the most literal sense of the word means to submit. Submission is to yield to an authority other than
one’s self. Islam as we know and understand it is to submit to the Lord of the universe, Allah. The type of
submission before a higher power that is Islam, demands continuity i.e. one’s entire life is a constant
endeavour to fulfill what is required of him/her by the One whom they have submitted before. This sounds
easy enough in theory but becomes quite hard when such submission at times comes into conflict with the
dictates of society and the popular beliefs/culture of one’s time. In the context of women and their role in
Muslim society, we at times see a clear confrontation between what our tradition teaches and the modern
liberal (at times feminist) conception (albeit an ever evolving one) of who a woman ought to be.
I will share one (quite controversial) example. There exists today a movement to be “child free.” That is to
make the choice to not have children despite having the ability. In a May 2018 article1 published by the
Washington Post*, the author (herself a mother) proclaims that the decline in childbirth in the US and other
developed nations is due to women today having the freedom to make choices that were not available to them
in the past. Some have even gone as far as to say that society should celebrate women who choose not to have
children*. And just in case we thought that this frame of thought does not exist within the Muslim community,
you may wish to read this article*.
Let us contrast this with what Islam has to say about childbearing. “And We have commanded people to
honour their parents. Their mothers bore them through hardship upon hardship, and their weaning takes two
years. So be grateful to Me and your parents. To Me is the final return.” [31:14] The Prophet  وسلم عليه هللا صلىis
reported to have said: “Marry the one who is loving and prolific (could bear many children), for I will be proud
of your numbers (on the day of judgment) before other nations.” [Abu Dawūd and Nasā’ī] These are just two
among many verses and authentic narrations speaking of the virtue of motherhood. It is clear that the Islamic
view is that motherhood is a status bestowed upon women by Allah Himself. It is not a matter of choice, rather
a matter in which there exists a clear expectation from Allah and His Messenger  وسلم عليه هللا صلى.
Let us look at the role/status of women in Islam in light of the Qur’ān and Sunnah. Women and men are
equally accountable for their actions in the court of Allah. “Every soul will be detained for what it has done”
[74:34] “So their Lord responded to them: “I will never deny any of you—male or female—the reward of your
deeds. Both are equal in reward.” [3:195] A woman is to be honoured and cared for through every stage of her
life. Childhood and adolescence The Prophet  وسلم عليه هللا صلىis reported to have said: “Whoever looks after two
girls (spends on them, educates them, and raises them) until they reach the age of maturity, he and I will enter
jannah like this (the Prophet  وسلم عليه هللا صلىindicated using his index and middle finger). [Muslim] The
Prophet  وسلم عليه هللا صلىis reported to have said: “Whoever is blessed with a daughter and he does not bury her
(as was the pre Islamic practice), is not cruel to her, and does not give preference to his male children over
her will surely enter Jannah as a result.” [Ahmad] Marriage and subsequent life “The previously married
woman (widow/divorcee) has a greater right over herself than her guardian and the virgin must be consulted
(by her guardian prior to her marriage).” [Tirmidhī]
*Source: Washington Post article The Guardian article Muslim Girl Article
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WOMENS COUNCIL UPDATE– SR. AMARA ASIN, Chairperson
The new Board of Women's Council decided to focus on funeral issues the
sisters had in Surrey. Funeral workshop was done, which was well attended
and many questions were explained and answered. I was invited by Surrey
East sisters to do a Ghusl demonstration which was very much appreciated.
Alhumdullillah, BCMA's second Syrian of three arrived on June 21st. Some
of us from the Women's Council went to receive them from the airport, gave
them food baskets and got them settled into their Motel. Our Vice Chair for
the Social Services communicates and checks on them on a regular basis to
see how they are doing. Currently, they are now residing in the Surrey East
area and are very comfortable; Their 8 year old daughter has started school
already.
Since 2011 the Senior's program has been done once a month. Women's Council and Burnaby Women's
Branch have been organizing this program and there are about 20-25 sisters who regularly attend. There
is an exercise component and lectures series on health and welfare of the seniors and we enjoy healthy
lunches. A group of sisters make a point to visit sisters at the Nursing home. These sisters are always very
happy to see the sisters that they have known for a long time. Some may not recognize us but the connection
is there.
In April 2018, the Women's Council did a food drive with the help of branches and chapters to raise funds
to do programs for women. In June, Eid Celebration dinner was organized and it was a sold-out
event. Alhumdullillah, for the first time, Life Membership Awards were given to 26 sisters for their
contribution as volunteers to BCMA for 20 plus years. The event was very much appreciated with lots of
positive feedback.
Future programs for the Women's Council include Young Youth Day Camp
in the Fall, and a Women's Conference in the Spring of 2019, InshaAllah. The
Council visions to bring awareness on the importance of Islamic education to
women and girls to produce female scholars for the benefit of that population
in Islam.

Womens Council Celebrates Eid and Awards Night – Sr. Tazul Ali, Sec
Women Council celebrated the Eid happy day on June 29 at the
Riverside Signature Banquet Hall in Surrey. It was no surprise
that it was a sold-out event and the diversity of sisterhood was
very much present. The event was elegant but simple and the hall
was full with cultural mosaic of beautiful dresses, abayas, and
ethnic fashions.
It was the first time that the Women’s Council incorporated
Awards presentation with Eid Celebration Dinner to celebrate
the female members of the BCMA. In the last 5 years, 26
members were nominated by the Women’s Branches and
Chapters for Life Membership Award. The members present
were honored with complimentary tickets to the Dinner and they
were presented with an Award by the Chair, Sr Amara Asin.
Unfortunately, some members were not present at the Dinner.
Recognition of this Award was very much appreciated and
accepted by these senior volunteers who have contributed 20
plus years of service to BCMA. Congratulations to all the
Life Members and thank you for your commitment and
dedication to BCMA.

Burnaby Life Members – Srs. Hazra
Ismail, Leila Akhtary, Mairun Hanif,
Kamla Habib and Tazul Ali
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Womens Council Celebrates Eid and Awards Night
It was beautiful to hear the recitation of the Quran by a
sister and some by our young children. The Eid song
“Eidun Saeed”by Maher Zain was beautifully sung by a
child to enhance the celebration.
The sumptuous Dinner was very much appreciated and
enjoyed by sisters followed by a very beautiful Fashion
Show by the fashion designer, Safa of Vanabaya. The
audience was entertained by a Comedian and we also
enjoyed the Vendors who showcased their products and
many ladies ventured on the shopping spree to get some
deals. Thank you to all the Sponsors who contributed
towards this event.
This event would not have been possible without the
hard work of the Women’s Council and the Volunteers.
Thank you!

Surrey Delta Life Members– Srs. Sadrul
Buksh, Zuleikha Husain, Saira Dean,
Hamida Hassan

Richmond Life Members - Srs. Farzana
Syed and Mehrul Dean

Surrey East Life Members: Srs. Fatima
Ali, Anjum Rafiq, Mutmain Khan
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KELOWNA MASJID OPENS TO THE COMMUNITY
Br. Mostafa Steve Shoranick, Kelowna Chairperson
The last couple of years have been very busy in kelowna
. We took the challenge of building a new Masjid and as
a result a lot of effort and work was directed towards
achieving that goal. We purchased the house next door
and designed a new Masjid while keeping the house for
future income and use. On April 1st ,2017 we had our
ground breaking ceremony. The designed evolved and
changed as we went along and we ended up having one
of the most beautiful masjids . Many fundraisers were
conducted in Kelowna Vancouver , BCMA branches,
Calgary, Edmonton and Fort McMurray . The generosity
of everyone was overwhelming and much appreciated.
Everyone showed their true Islamic spirit.
On July 28th of this year we had our grand opening ceremony which was attended by our President and
many of the trustees and executive members. In addition we had our MP Stephen Fehr, our MlAs, many city
council members , community leaders and representatives of other religions in the city plus our own Kelowna
community members. Good time was had by All and we were able to showcase our new beautiful Masjid.
Our community has grown rapidly in the last few years and we are facing the challenge of meeting the needs
of the new people and provide some structure to how best utilize and protect our assets.
One of our member’s company built our Masjid at cost with many services provided even below cost. As a
result we have a Masjid that is worth almost double it’s cost .We can’t tell you how grateful we are to all the
volunteers and contributors who made all this happen . In addition our gratitude also goes for the BCMA
executives and trustees and local executives past and present who stood behind our project and made it
happen.
We look forward to our new challenges and ways to serve our community and Allah expecting nothing but
Allah’sreward.JazakumAllahKhayran
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RICHMOND MASJID EXPANSION UPDATE
Br. Abdelkader Chellabi
Project Progress Status • As of August 31, 2018, the status of the project is as follows:
1. Preload Construction is complete, the Prolaod sand is removed
2. Building permit application is being reviewed by the city. Drawings were revised to comply with the city’s
request to reduce the minaret height to a max of 12 meters.
3. The architect is working with the city to address the city’s request regarding the new building code.
4. With all issues addressed, the building permit is expected by end of September 2018.
5. A Development cost charges (road work, sanitary sewer, storm drainage …etc.) of $30,030.52 are applied
to our building permit application. We intend to dispute these charges after issuing the building permit by
the city.
• The Schedule of the project will slip because of this delay.
• The construction will start as soon as the contractor is selected, and the building permit is obtained. This is
estimated to be around Mid- October 2018 at the earliest.
• The construction is expected to last 6 to 8 months in duration, which means that the project will be
completed by April to June 2019.
• We are in the process of hiring a construction manager or a general contractor. We received 4 proposals
and will be making a hiring decision by end of September 2018 inshaa ALLAH.
Fundraising:
Annual
Ramadan
fundraising 2018 Our annual Ramadan
fundraising for this year (2018) reached
about $175,000 between cash donations
and pledges. With this level of generosity
and commitment from our community,
we are well on target to reach our goal of
$1.5M within the project time frame.
A Fundraising dinner is planned on
Sunday November 25, 2018 at the
riverside banquet hall in Richmond.
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