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Eid Message from the
President— Br Sikandar
Khan

All praise and thanks be to
Allah Almighty, the Origi-
nator and Creator of the
heavens and the earth and
our esteemed salutations
to the beloved Prophet
Muhammad ( p.b.u.h.).

" O mankind! We created
you from a single soul,
male and female, and
made you into nations and
tribes, so that you may
come to know one an-
other. Truly, the most hon-
ored of you in God's sight
is the greatest of you in
piety. God is all - knowing,
All - Aware . (49:13)."

ALLAHU AKBAR, AL-
LAHU AKBAR, LA ILAHA
ILLAL LAH, ALLAHU AK-
BAR, ALLAHU AKBAR,
WA- LILLAHIL HAMD!

EID MUBARAK TO ALL
MY FELLOW MUSLIMS
AND CANADIANS.

With the coming to an end
of the blessed month of
Ramadan dawns the festi-
val of " Eid Ul Fitr ", the
festival of Fast-Breaking
and culminating into cele-

brations. Eid is a festival
of joy, family reunion, re-
kindling of Islamic brother-
hood and sisterhood, reju-
venating friendship and
acquaintances and more
importantly expressing
gratitude to Allah Al-
mighty. It is also a joyful
occasion with religious
significance, celebrating
the achievement of en-
hanced piety gained as a
result of intense Ibadah
during the month of
Ramadan. During this
celebration, we generally
indulge in  sumptuous
meals and delicacies and
yes, Alhamdulillah! getting
overwhelmed with the
grandeur of the celebra-
tion. In short, Eid is a
celebration of thanksgiv-
ing, remembrance, for-
giveness and a message
of peace.

My beloved fellow Mus-
lims, this year, our cele-
brations may be some-
what tarnished and may
lack luster because of this
great tragedy in Pakistan .
It is a catastrophe of epic

proportions when particu-
larly almost 20-25% of the
entire  population has
been uprooted and disori-
entated. It is going to take

a very long time for the
return of normalcy in Paki-
stan. My dear brothers
and sisters, we must con-
tinue to extend our help-
ing hand and demonstrate
compassion and generos-
ity for the citizens of Paki-
stan. Our celebrations is
also hampered by the
events of terrorism arrests
in Canada, a very peace-
ful nation. We Muslims
are a peaceful and good
law abiding citizens of this
great nation. We cannot
be held accountable or be
apologetic for the actions
of a few perpetrators of
law and order in this coun-
try. Prime Minister Harper
put it best when he
said mainstream Mus-
lims are good citizens of
this country just like any
other group and | fully en-
dorse his timely com-
ments.

We, as heads of families,
society and a nation, must
pay heed to the calls and
challenges of our youths.
They need our help, guid-
ance and most importantly
our attention as elders of
this society.
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From The Editor
Welcome to the BCMA
Gazette

This newsletter aims to
inform BCMA members
of the aims , objec-
tives, activities and
events of the organiza-
tion.

The BCMA Gazette will
also be a forum for
feedback, suggestions,
and yes, even
Criticism - as long it is
constructive from the
community.

We will also attempt to
use this publication as
a forum to educate our
community about the
true and authentic
teachings of Islam.

We welcome your
thoughts as to what
can be done to make
the BCMA a stronger,
more inclusive
Organization.

Write to us at:
The Editor
media@thebcma.com

Our Imams and adminis-
trators must pay heed to
this call. This is the issue
today and it is going to
be the issue tomorrow. If
we have to co-exist in
this society peacefully for
the betterment of our
faith, we must learn to
have open dialogue with
our fellow citizens. We
must address the prob-
lems of our Youth as a
priority. We are very for-
tunate to have some
young Imams in our
midst and we must utilize
their enthusiasm to the
fullest. It is the vision of
this administration to one
day have all our Imams
who are young, qualified,
Canadian born and fully
understand the complexi-
ties of Youths. To this
end, Alhamdulillah, under
the leadership of Mufti
Aashim Rashid, Surrey
Delta Branch have taken
the initiative of advanced
Aalim  Education Pro-
gram for the Youths and
soon, Insha Allah, we
shall produce local
Aalims to take up the
leadership role in our
society. Alhamdulillah, a
landmark decision has
been made as a way of
promoting Sunnah to
have 2011 Eid Salah in a
Eid Ga’ah. Let us have
Eid Salah in the spirit of
unity and diversity . Let
me in closing pray to Al-
lah Almighty to assist us
in meeting our goals and
ask Him to help those in
need and have mercy on
the sick and hospitalized.
Let us pray for our fellow
muslims in other parts of
the world especially

those victims of this ma-
jor tragedy in Pakistan.
Let us strive to be good
Muslims and good law
abiding citizens of this
great nation, Canada. Let
us all pray together for
the prosperity of our faith
and this Ummah.

A very merry and happy
Eid Mubarak to you all.
Your Brother in Islam!

Sikandar Khan,
President, The BCMA .

Two Joys

Every action of the son of
Adam is multiplied. A
good action receives
from ten to seven hun-
dred times. Allah Al-
mighty said: Except for
fasting, for it exclusively
for Me and only | can
repay it. He leaves his
appetites and food for My
sake. The fasting person
experiences two joys: a
joy when he breaks his
fast and a joy when he
meets his Lord. The odor
in the mouth of the fast-
ing person is more fra-
grant to Allah than the
scent of musk.-Bukhart,
Muslim. The joy of break-
ing fast after a long day
of hunger is certainly
something to look for-
ward to. However, ‘the
joy of breaking fast’ in
this hadith also refers to
concluding the month of
fasting with Eid, an occa-
sion of joy and happiness
for Muslims across the
world.

Why is Eid an occasion
of happiness?

The joy of Eid is based
on feeling of gratitude to
the Almighty for allowing
us to perform one of the
greatest acts of worships.
It is a happiness that
arises out of the realiza-
tion that He, out of His
sheer mercy and grace,
opened up the doors of
Tawfiq ( divine assis-
tance in matters of good)
by which we engaged in
acts of devotion, and the
strength to exert our en-
ergies entirely to the wor-
ship of the Lord of the
Heavens and the Earths.
We were imbued with the
spirit of worship, and
strove the entire month to
become perfect slaves.
We distanced ourselves
from every act that would
displease our Master,
dismissing the very no-
tion of disobedi-
ence, from every act that
would displease our
Master, dismissing the
very notion of disobedi-
ence. We became vigi-
lant, keeping a close
guard over our gaze,
ears, speech and even
our thoughts. Looking at
the unlawful, listening to
it, speaking it, or even
thinking about it was the
most distant thing from
our imagination. Thus
we submitted our entire
being to the command of
the Almighty, striving to
win His nearness. Our-
hearts were ever-aware
of His grandeur, Our
hearts became tender
and replete with feelings
of love, sympathy and
concern for humanity.
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Our chests brimmed with the
noble sentiments of gener-
osity and forgiveness. We
were renewing pledges of
loyalty and devotion, re-
freshing our penance and
dutifulness...

Or were we?

Did we actually experience
this wonderful journey this
year, or are we still lingering
somewhere in the departure
lounge? If we didn’t really
strive to meet the higher ob-
jectives of this blessed
month, it is time to stop for a
moment and think about
what we will feel on Eid, and
whether we will feel anything
at all. The true joy of Eid will
no doubt be felt by those
who duly exerted them-
selves this month, in propor-
tion to their efforts. Thus the
theme of Eid is “rejoicing
over the God-given ability to
excel in good deeds.” This
theme is outlined in the
Hadith in which the Prophet
—peace and blessings of
Allah upon him- said: When
your good deeds bring you
joy and your bad deeds
bring you sorrow then you
are a believer (Ahmad, Ibn
Hibban, al-Tabarani). An
indication of a Ramadan well
spent is that the Muslim
comes out of the month feel-
ing spiritually rejuvenated,
with mixed feelings of grati-
tude to Allah for enabling
him or her to spend the
month properly, along with a
sadness that the month is
already passed, plus a new
vigor to make this year bet-
ter than the last. A sign of a
Ramadan not-so-well-spent
is thoughts like Phew! It's
finally over! Every year the
month of Ramadan brings a
message of change and re-
form, and promises to touch
our lives forever. It brings
us glad tidings of reshaping
lives, restructuring personali-
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ties, rebuilding broken
bridges- but only if we allow
it to. Let us push ourselves
just a little further, and dis-
cover the immense treas-
ures Allah Almighty has in
store for those who strive for
His sake. We will, no doubt,
be among the ones who will
truly feel the first of the two
joys that come with fasting.

The second joy will be on
the Day of Judgment, when
all of mankind will be stand-
ing on the same plane, be-
fore the Master of the Day of
Recompense. ltis there that
He will unveil the true re-
ward of endure hunger and
thirst for His sake, the re-
ward no angel could calcu-
late. “... except for fasting,
for it exclusively for Me and
only | can repay it. He
leaves his appetites and
food for My sake. The fast-
ing person experiences two
joys: a joy when he breaks
his fast and a joy when he
meets his Lord.”

The Eid of this world are a
celebration of the ability to
worship Allah. They are a
preamble to the much
greater celebration that the
people of fasting will experi-
ence on the Day of Judg-
ment. May Allah grant us
both of these joys, and save
us from the sorrows of this
world and the Hereafter.

Mufti Aasim Rashid
On Behalf of the board of
Religious Affairs

Eid Geetings to
all from the

Executive Council
of BCMA

Pakistan
Relief Fund
Update

The BCMA has
raised close to
$100,000 dollars
towards this
Noble cause

BCMA FUNERAL AND

BURIAL SERVICES

Assalaamu Alaikum Wa Rah-
matullahi Wa Barakatuhu

The first BCMA burial plots
which were purchased in
Ocean View Burial Park, Bur-
naby are sold out and there
is no availability at this loca-
tion. However, there are still
a few more graves available
at Victory Memorial Park for
$1,800.00 each. These re-
maining graves will not last
long, and are the last graves
for sale at Victory Memorial
Park, South Surrey. Alham-
dulillah there are man graves
available at Vedder View
Gardens, Chilliwack for only
$550.00 each. BCMA also
has the option to buy another
additional 10,000 graves at
Vedder View Gardens, Chilli-
wack for the future. Please
purchase these graves in
advance before the next
price increase.

Burial Services

Br Asin Bakridi

604-727-8001
604-614-3622
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Hadith Qudsi 1 -
Muslim - al-
Bukhari, an-Nasa'i
On the authority of
Abu Hurayrah (may
Allah be pleased
with him), who said
that the

Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon
him) said:

When Allah
decreed the
Creation He
pledged Himself by
writing in His book
which is laid down
with Him: My
mercy prevails
over my wrath.

It was related by
Muslim (also by al-
Bukhari, an-Nasa'i
and Ibn Majah).
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BCMA
Youth in motion

Our Mission

Youth of British
Columbia seeks to
inspire and provide a
safe environment for
the youth to be able to:
Devote their heart to
and for the
understanding & love of
their Creator Connect to
the teaching of Qur'an
& the Sunnah

Follow traditional
methods of Islam to
learn and inspire to cor-
rectly follow the Deen

Services

Formulate guidelines
and policies for youth
group at each Branch/
Chapters for common
good

Develop a program of
events and activities
with focus on Islamic
values and leadership
training Conduct yearly
Muslim Youth
Conventions,

Sports and recreation
services to promote
sports activities

Please contact:
Imtiaz Asin

VP for Youth

12300 Blundell Road
Richmond, BC

V6W 1B3

Canada
604-270-2522
604-244-9750 fax

youth@thebcma.com

Burial (Cont'd)

Alhamdulillah,  with the
growth of Muslims in BC, a
new Masjid is under con-
struction in Prince George.
With this new BCMA pro-
ject, the purchasing of burial
plots in Prince George are
also being negotiated with
various cemeteries.

Listed below are the some
of the current achieve-
ments of the BCMA Fu-
neral Services:

To accommodate the broth-
ers and sisters in Nanaimo,
BCMA has recently ac-
quired an additional 50
graves with the previous 11
burial plots at Cedar Valley
Cemetery, Nanaimo bring-
ing the total graves to 61.
BCMA offers convenience
and easy access to burial
information and request
forms through online ser-
vices from our BCMA web-
site.

The Burial Administrator
and the V.P Funeral Ser-
vices are available twenty-
four hours by phone to ar-
range a burial when some-
one passes in our Sunni
Muslim Community.

With the availability to mod-
ern email, we are able to
notify a large portion of the
Muslim community in re-
gards to the name of the
deceased, time of Janaza
and location of the cemetery
which creates well attended
funeral services for our
quick immediate burials.
BCMA funeral services is
working with CPBC to be-
come the first fully licensed
Muslim funeral provider in
BC.

The BCMA burial adminis-
trator has successfully com-
pleted a two year intensive
academic and practical fu-
neral director and embalmer
program as a legal require-
ment for attaining a Funeral

Service Provider license.
This will make him the first
Licensed Sunni Muslim Fu-
neral Director and Em-
balmer in BC.

The BCMA burial adminis-
trator is currently a Vital
Statistics District Registrar
and is able to register
deaths, issue burial permits
and provide death certifi-
cates.

Inshallah, in the near future,
the BCMA Funeral Office
located at the Richmond
Masjid Complex will be able
to issue death certificates,
burial permits and register
the deaths directly from the
Funeral Office.

For convenience, the Fu-
neral Office is open Monday
to Friday 8:00 am to 4:00
pm as well as on Saturdays
from 9:00 am to 1:00pm.
Please call ahead for ap-
pointment and keep in mind
the office is closed during a
Janaza.

Alhamdulillah, BCMA has
built three large beautiful
Masjids in lower mainland
which are equipped with
Ghusl facilities for the con-
venience of the Muslims.
The three locations are
Richmond Jamea Masjid,
Surrey Jamea Masjid and
Masjid Al-Salaam, Burnaby.
Insha Allah, in the near fu-
ture all three locations will
be fully licensed.

Masjid Al-Salaam, Burnaby
has not only completed their
Ghusl facilities with all the
required specifications but
are also in the process of
constructing a three body
refrigerated storage area to
better accommodate our
Muslim community.

With the overall growth of
our community, we have
faced an increase of deaths.
From August 1, 2009 to July
31, 2010 the total deaths
during this fiscal year is 88.

May Allah (SWT) forgive
them all and grant them
Jannatul-Firdous.

During these festive times
we should not forget to
make Dua for our brothers
and sisters who are not with
us today. We do not know if
we, ourselves will be here
next year to celebrate Eid.
May Allah (SWT) forgive all
of us with His mercy. On
behalf of myself, my family,
the burial administrator, the
branch burial directors and
the men and women of
Ghusl committees, we wish
you all and all your families
a Happy Eid, Eid Mubarak.

Mohammed Asin Bakridi
V.P Funeral Services

Urgent Appeal

BCMA Prince
George Masjid
Project 2010
To donate online
www.bcmapg.com
Or Contact:

Br Firas Mansour
Project Manager
(250)-906-0025

BCMA
Abbotsford
Islamic Centre

To Donate online
http\\Abbotsford.
thebcma.com
Or contact
Br Shahid Rashid
604-302-0105
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Alhamdulillah, the building of the Prince George Islamic Center is taking shape. Most of the
framing work was done by the end of July. The mechanical, plumbing and electrical work is
in progress.

Although the building is not finished but it looks very beautiful. We are hearing a lot of good
comments from the locals about the wonderful building we have, many are eager to visit
when it is completed.

In spite of the progress we have made, by the
grace of Allah, we are still in need to raise
fund to complete the building. We thank all
the brothers and sisters who supported us
and we are asking for your continued support.
You could donate directly by visiting our
website at www.bcmapg.org.

Ramadan Mubarak.
Firas Mansour
Prince George Chapter

2010 7 28
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BCMA
Upcoming Events

Eid-ul-Fitr

September 9th or 10th
2010 (tentative)
Please visit BCMA
website for updates.

Islamic History Month
October 19", 2010

Masijid As-Salaam
Burnaby, BC.

BCMA Annual General
Meeting

October 31, 2010
Richmond Complex
10:00 am

Eid-ul-Adha
November 16", 2010
(tentative)

Board Of Women'’s
Affairs

All praise is due to Allah,
Lord of the worlds... and
Allah’s blessings be on
our beloved Prophet, Mu-
hammad (saw), His fam-
ily, His companion and all
those who follow on His
footsteps till the Day of
Judgment.

Ramadan is the month in
which was revealed the
Quran, a guidance for
the people and clear
proofs of guidance and
criterion.  Alhamdulillah,
we are already in the
midst of the blessed
month of Ramadan..
Fasting is not just being
abstaining from food and
water, rather it is abstain-
ing from how we behave.
How do we act with one
another; how we control
ourselves towards oth-
ers. Fasting is the time
when people try to con-
nect with one another. It
is the time for self reflec-
tion and correction for the
better. It is the time to
appreciate the unmeas-
ured bounties of our
Lord, the Most Compas-
sionate. And in return it
is the time to share our
bounties with the less
fortunate.

Muslims make concerted
effort in worshipping to
Allah during the thirty
days of fasting because
the reward is between
Allah and the fasting per-
son.

We ask Allah Subhanahu
wa Ta’ala for forgiveness
and to give us patience,
kindness and compas-

sion. Trying to reach out
to others in good time
and not in so good time
is required of us and es-
pecially during Ramadan,
so be generous to your
family and others in
need.

During this month, Allah
(swt) covers us with His
Mercy and accepts all
our sincere supplications.
A parable of Prophet
Musa (as) who had the
honor and privilege of
talking to Allah directly
asked Allah(swt) if Allah
would give this privilege
to anyone else. Allah
(swt) replied, O’ Musa,
while you speak to Me

The Board Of
Women'’s Affairs:
Tazul Ali
Chairperson

Ayesha Ali
Secretary

Hamida Hassan
Treasurer

Najmah Mohamed
Education Director

there are thousands of Sallra Kha't‘
veils between you and Social Service
Me but at the time of Iftar Director

there will not be a single
veil between Me and the
fasting follower of Mu-
hammad(saw). O’ Musa,
| have taken upon Myself
the responsibility that at
the time of Iftar | will
never refuse the dua of a
fasting person. Subhan
Allah!

At the end of Ramadan,
we give thanks to Allah
for being able to fast to
earn His Rewards. We
celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr with
our family, friends and
our Society.

On behalf of the Board of
Women’s Affairs,
Women’s Council and all
the women Chapters, |

Nazmun Asin
Funeral Director

Shazmin Kassim
Youth Director

To advertise in
the BCMA
Gazette

Call Br. Saiyad

would like to wish you all Ali
the best in Ramadan and
a very joyous Eid.

Eid Mubarak!

604-270-2522

Sister Tazul Ali
Chairperson
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Sikandar Khan

President
president@thebcma.com
604-270-2522

Aiyub Khairati
General Secretary
secretary@thebcma.com

Fareed Raza
General Treasurer
treasurer@thebcma.com

Musa Ismail

V.P. Planning & Develop-
ment
planning@thebcma.com

Aleem Kamal

V.P. Public Relations &
Communication
media@thebcma.com

Shahadat Hussein
V.P. Religious
religious@thebcma.com

Faizal Aziz
V.P. Education
education@thebcma.com

Bashir Patel
V.P. Sports
sports@thebcma.com

Shawkat Hassan
V.P. Social Serv
social@thebcma.com

Asin Bakridi
V.P. Burial
burial@thebcma.com

Imtiaz Asin
V.P. Youth Services
youth@thebcma.com

Masjid Al-Iman Reconstruction Project Appeal

Current facilities for women and men
The expanding Muslim community of Victoria is no longer able to accommodate the congregation in the two aged
adjoining homes purchased in 1996. There is a dire shortage of prayer space during Friday prayer and Taraweeh
People are forced to pray on the balcony, in an unapproved basement, and in the shoe-rack and Wudu areas. A
recent complaint to the City may trigger closing of the basement and strict limits to the number of persons able to
attend for Salaat. A redevelopment project estimated to cost $1.56M, has been established of which $430,000 has
been raised locally. Since the cost of the new project is far in excess of what the largely working class local Muslim
community can provide, we are obliged to seek financial assistance from our brothers and sisters both nationally

and internationally. After asking Allah’s help we turn to
you, our brothers and sisters in Islam for financial assis-

tance in this noble cause.

Contribution Options: By Cheque to BCMA Victoria
Branch -Reconstruction mailed to: BCMA Victoria Branch,
P O Box 8618, Victoria BC, V8W 3S2, Canada.

By Direct Deposit. Our bank details are:

Royal Bank of Canada, transit number 04800, account

number 104-109-4.

By Wire Transfer: Royal Bank of Canada, bank number

003, Swift code ROYCCAT?2.

All contributions are eligible for tax deduction in Canada

and a tax receipt will be issued.

Fariyad Ali

Assistant Treasurer
asst_treasurer@thebcma.
com

Mukhtar Buksh
Assistant Secretary
asst_secretary@thebcma
.com

Trustees

Farouk Elesseily- Chair
Members

Syed Madani
Mohammed Shafique
Ismail Manu

Fikret Akkurt

Legal Advisors
Massood Joomratty
Shafique Mohammed
Adnan Habib

Auditor
M Yasin & Co

Proposed New Facility
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Communications Board

Insha-Allah, the Board of Communication will make every
effort to publish regular newsletters in this simple format, to
keep the Jamah informed of the activities of the association.
The Board welcomes input and contributions of articles from
branches, chapters and individual members that will
contribute information of interest to the general membership |
of the association.

e —

|

Aleem Kamal I

BCMA Gazette VP Public Relations & Communication I

. D BC Muslim Association

Is the Official Publication of the 12300 Blundell Rd, Richmond, BC V6W 1B3 I
BC Muslim Association Phone: 604-270-2522 I
12300 Blundell Rd, Fax: 604-244-9750 [
Richmond. BC V6W 1B3 E-mail: media@thebcma.com [
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Qur’aan

Memorization & Tilawah

Competition

We are on the
www.thebcma.com

Disclaimer

We assume no responsibility for views
expressed in this newsletter, including
all articles, features or advertising.
Views expressed in this newsletter do
not necessarily reflect the views of the
publisher. We apologize in advance for
any errors contained within this

newsletter
Copyright BC Muslim Association
All Rights Reserved

The competition is divided into these categories (check quraan.ca for details):
1. Juz' #1 to 10 or Juz’ # 21 to 30. ... I Open to all agas
2.Juz'#1to50rJuz’#26to 30 ..Open to all ages
57z’ # 28 to 30 EGE—— 17 and young
4. Juz' #2910 30.......... 13 andy ger
(58 T30 T ey eorccmrconinononasoneocnnnndd 10 and younger

Board Of Communication
Services

6. Half of Juz’ #30............cccieiiiiinninns 8 and younger
h (Taj ...Open to all ages Aleem Kamal
$$$ @ashg"ﬂ5 $$$ Editor
Location: Richmond Jamea Masjid
Deadline: September 15, 2010 Committee Members:

Preliminaries: October 3, 2010

Nasib Ali, Shahzad Mansoory,
Finals: October 10, 2010

Luie Cassime & David Ali

For registration, information and rules go to:
http://www.quraan.ca




