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fering proves to be a blessing 

in disguise. For instance, op-

pressed people fight against 

oppression and for the free-

dom. In the process of that, 

some lose their life and others 

suffer. However, the suffering 

and sacrifices of some people 

liberate the whole nation from 

tyranny and bring the bless-

ings of freedom. Therefore, 

Allah [SWT] says in the 

Quran, “It may be that you 

dislike something which is 

eventually good for you and 

that you like something which 

is (in reality) bad for you. God 

knows, but you do not 

know” (2:216). 

 

As far as the natural disasters 

such as earthquakes are con-

cerned, according to geolo-

gists, “Earthquakes are caused 

by the motion of tectonic 

plates. Individual sections that 

make up the earth’s crust like 

panels on a football, cause 

immense strain which accumu-

lates along fault lines where 

adjacent plates meet. When the 

rock separating the plates give 

away, sudden ground shaking 

movements occur.  

 

Islam deems these scientific 

observations as external views 

which ultimately lead to the 

search of the internal causes 

which are human misbehavior 

on earth and disobedience to 

God. The Holy Quran says,  

Natural Disasters and  

human sufferings 

tests, punishments,  

admonitions or blessings 
  *********************** 

Last Month on March 11, a 

ferocious tsunami measured 

9.0 slammed Japan's eastern 

coast making the record of one 

of the largest ever known 

earthquakes in history. hun-

dreds of people were dead as it 

swept away boats, cars and 

homes while widespread fires 

burned out of control. In re-

cent time, there has been a 

series of other powerful and 

devastating earthquakes that 

struck New Zealand, chilli, 

Haiti as well, which killed 

hundreds of people and left 

millions in a chaotic and tragic 

state.  

 

Human suffering is not new in 

the world. Human beings have 

been without an exception 

experiencing pains and suffer-

ings through all ages and faces 

of their life. According to the 

Holy Quran, the cycle of suf-

fering begins in one’s life even 

from the time of his concep-

tion in the mother’s womb and 

during the process of his birth. 

The Quran States, “his mother 

bears him in suffering after 

suffering of weakness”. 

(31:15) these sufferings are 

very diverse in nature and eve-

ry100 

 one endures them differently. 

 

In general, there are three 

types of sufferings that human 

beings experience. 1- Self in-

flicted suffering. 2- Sufferings 

that are caused by others as a 

result of exploitation of power 

and violation of freedom of 

will. 3- Natural disasters and 

climatic tragedies such as 

earthquakes, floods, lighten-

ing, storms and famines 

 

When we study the Holy 

Quran and the Prophetic Tra-

ditions, it becomes quite clear 

to us that human suffering is 

usually the result of violating 

Allah’s [SWT] laws of cause 

and effect in the universe. Al-

lah [SWT] has placed some 

moral, natural and religious 

laws in the universe to be fol-

lowed. When they are violat-

ed, it results in human suffer-

ing, same as when we break 

traffic laws, we put our life 

and the lives of others in dan-

ger. Islam however, says that 

all the suffering is not always 

the result of this. The other 

reason is they come to test 

human being’s patience and 

their obedience to God. We 

read in the Holy Quran, “We 

shall certainly test you with 

something of fear, hunger, loss 

of wealth, lives and fruits. But 

give glad tidings to the patient 

ones” (2:156). At times, suf-
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From The Editor 

Welcome to the BCMA 

Gazette 

 

This newsletter aims to 

inform BCMA members 

of the aims , objectives, 

activities and events of 

the organization 

 

The BCMA Gazette will 

also be a forum for feed-

back, suggestions, and 

yes, even  

criticism-as long it is 

constructive from the 

community 

 

We will also attempt to 

use this publication as a 

forum to educate our 

community about the 

true and authentic teach-

ings of Islam 

 

We welcome your 

thoughts as to what can 

be done to make the 

BCMA a stronger, more 

inclusive  

organization 

 

Write to us at: 

The Editor 

media@thebcma.com 

 

 

   

“And whatever misfortune 

befalls you, it is because of 

what your hands have 

earned” (42:30). The Holy 

Quran also tells us that 

much of our disobediences 

are forgiven by Allah 

[SWT]. He does not punish 

us for all of our miscon-

ducts. If He were to do so, 

not a single soul would sur-

vive on earth. The Holy 

Quran explains, “If Allah 

[SWT] were to punish peo-

ple according to what they 

deserve, He would not leave 

on the back of the (earth) a 

single living creature: but 

He gives them respite for a 

stated Term (Fatir: 45). 

 

In the Holy Quran, Allah 

[SWT] gives us two histori-

cal accounts of people who 

were destroyed by earth-

quake. One of the stories 

relates to the people of 

Madyan. They had trans-

gressed the limits of Allah 

[SWT], oppressed people, 

threatened them with warn-

ings of dire consequences 

for demanding their rights, 

violated the rights of people 

flagrantly, and were directly 

responsible for much mis-

chief and disorder in the 

land. Allah [SWT] sent 

Prophet Shu’aib [AS] to 

preach them the truth and to 

invite them to worship ONE 

God. He warned them 

against idol worship and 

materialism, and called 

them to be fair and honest 

in their dealings with peo-

ple. But they showed 

haughtiness and refused to 

respond to his call. Then 

Allah [SWT] punished them 

by a sudden earthquake that 

shattered their lands, seized  

 

them in the middle of their  

life in their dwellings, and 

tremors after tremors fol-

lowed until their city was 

destroyed, and the follow-

ing morning all one could 

see were dead bodies lying 

everywhere. (Read the de-

tails in Surahs Al-Araf, 

Hud, Al-Ankabut and Ash-

Shu’araa). 

 
The other story is about 
Qaroon who lived during 
the time of Musa [AS].  He 
was the cousin of Musa 
[AS].  Allah [SWT] had 
blessed him with an enor-
mous amount of wealth. 
The vastness of his wealth 
could be gauged from the 
fact that the keys of his 
treasury alone were too 
heavy for strong men to 
carry on their heads or 
shoulders. He was an arro-
gant and conceited man, 
and gloated over his wealth 
to an immoderate degree. 
Musa [AS] invited him 
many times to use his 
wealth to help the poor and 
impoverished people of 
Egypt, but he disdained 
every appeal, and continued 
to create mischief in the 
land. He went way too far 
in the animosity of Musa 
[AS] when he bribed a 
woman to publicly accuse 
the Messenger of Allah 
[SWT] of misconduct. In 
that gathering, Musa [AS] 
turned in prayer to Allah 
[SWT] and pleaded for the 
help and guidance of Allah 
[SWT]. Musa [AS] then 
turned to her and asked her 
to speak the truth and have 
the fear of Allah [SWT]. 
Gripped by intense fear, she 
admitted that she had been 
ordered to make this allega-
tion against Musa [AS] by  

 
Qaroon, and that she was 
sorry and begged Allah’s  
[SWT] forgiveness.  Musa 
[AS] turned to Allah [SWT] 
with a pleading heart. Then 
Allah [SWT] commanded 
the earth to swallow Qa-
roon, all his wealth, and all 
his pomp and palaces. 
There was a huge tremor, 
followed by an earthquake 
and a rupture in the earth, 
and Qaroon and all his pos-
sessions were swallowed 
into the earth as a punish-
ment.” (Tafsir Qur-
tubi:13/205). 
 
The Prophet [PBUH] also 
stated: “when booty will be 
taken in turn, when a trust 
becomes a means of making 
a profit; when paying Zakat 
becomes a burden; when a 
man obeys his wife and 
disobeys his mother; and 
treats his friend kindly 
whilst shunning his father; 
when voices are raised in 
the mosques; when the sin-
ner among the people shall 
become its leader; when the 
leader of a people is the 
worst of them; when people 
treat a man with respect 
because they fear some evil 
he may do; when much 
wine is drunk; when female 
singers and musical instru-
ments become popular; 
when the last ones of this 
Ummah curse the first ones, 
this will surely result in a 
violent wind and an earth-
quake, and sinking down of 
earth etc. (Tirmidhi). 
 
No wonder the current dis-
astrous state of the world is 
the reflection of the afore-
mentioned Hadith which 
has gripped the earth with 
all kinds of devastating nat-
ural disasters and human 
suffering.  
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.To summarize, we can say that 
suffering occurs to teach us that 
we must adhere to Allah's 
[SWT] natural and moral laws. 
It is sometimes to punish those 
who violate Allah's [SWT] natu-
ral or moral laws. It is to test our 
faith in Allah [SWT] and to test 
our patience and commitment to 
His laws. Whenever we encoun-
ter suffering, we should ask our-
selves, “Have we broken any 
law of Allah [SWT]?” Let us 
study the cause of the problem 
and use the corrective methods. 
“Could it be a punishment?” Let 
us repent and ask forgiveness 
and reform our ways. “Could it 
be a test and trial for us?” Let us 
work hard to pass this test.  
 
Believers face the suffering with 
prayers, repentance and good 
deeds. The non-believers face 
the suffering with doubts and 
confusion. They blame Allah 
[SWT] or make arguments 
against Him. The Prophet 
[PBUH] said. ..The earthquake 
is a means of blessing and ad-
monition for the believers (as a 
wake up call), and a punishment 
and display of anger for the un-
believers (Ibn Asakir). 
some evil he may do; when 
much wine is drunk; when fe-
male singers and musical instru-
ments become popular; when the 
last ones of this Ummah curse 
the first ones, this will surely 
result in a violent wind and an 
earthquake, and sinking down of 
earth etc. (Tirmidhi). 
No wonder the current disas-
trous state of the world is the 
reflection of the aforementioned 
Hadith which has gripped the 
earth with all kinds of devastat-
ing natural disasters and human 
suffering.  
 
To summarize, we can say that 
suffering occurs to teach us that 
we must adhere to Allah's 
[SWT] natural and moral laws. 
It is sometimes to punish those 
who violate Allah's [SWT] natu-
ral or moral laws. It is to test our 
faith in Allah [SWT] and to test 
our patience and commitment to 
His laws. Whenever we encoun-

ter suffering, we should ask our-
selves, “Have we broken any law 
of Allah [SWT]?” Let us study the 
cause of the problem and use the 
corrective methods. “Could it be a 
punishment?” Let us repent and 
ask forgiveness and reform our 
ways. “Could it be a test and trial 
for us?” Let us work hard to pass 
this test.  
 
Believers face the suffering with 
prayers, repentance and good 
deeds. The non-believers face the 
suffering with doubts and confu-
sion. They blame Allah [SWT] or 
make arguments against Him. The 
Prophet [PBUH] said. ..The earth-
quake is a means of blessing and 
admonition for the believers (as a 
wake up call), and a punishment 
and display of anger for the unbe-
lievers (Ibn Asakir).  
 
Written By: Mufti Mohammad Shu-

jaath Ali Nadwi 

 

A group of five sisters from the 

Board of Women’s Affairs and the 

Women’s Council visited the Ab-

botsford Islamic Centre on Tues-

day March 1, 2011 to set up a la-

dies’ chapter there.  The sisters are 

working very hard to increase the 

membership and Insha Allah, they 

will achieve their goal in establish-

ing a chapter or alternatively, a 

branch in Abbotsford soon. 

 

The Board of Women’s Affairs 

organized a Community Leader-

ship Workshop for the Women’s 

Council members on March 26/27, 

2011 at the Pacific Inn Resort in 

White Rock. The two-day work-

shop involved discussions on Qual-

ities of an Exemplary Leader, Elder 

Care and Care Home.  The event 

was attended by 20 ladies who all 

said the event was very informative 

and productive as it enabled them 

to become more knowledgeable 

about community leadership and 

helped strengthen the collegiality 

between all the sisters at the work-

shop. Everyone in attendance 

also stated that the facilitators 

were excellent and their presen-

tation materials were understood 

by all. 

 

Next on our agenda is a youth 

(age group 12-18 years) camp 

which is being organized by the 

Youth Director of the Board of 

Women’s Affairs.  This event is 

tentatively booked for June 3, 

2011. Stay tuned for more de-

tails in regards to the venue, 

date, etc. 

   

Further, a ladies get-together 

luncheon is being planned on 

Sunday June 19, 2011 at the 

Richmond Mosque Multi-

purpose hall. The invitation will 

include all sisters from the Van-

couver, Richmond, Surrey/

Delta, Surrey East, Prince 

George, Abbotsford, Nanaimo 

and Victoria Chapters and the 

Burnaby Branch.  The purpose 

of this luncheon is to introduce 

all sisters to each other and dis-

cuss the Elder Care and Care 

Home project, an undertaking 

which will be shared by both the 

brothers and the sisters groups 

over the next few years. 

 

Apart from holding various fund

-raising events, the sisters from 

the women’s branch and the 

chapters are busy with their on-

going Quran classes and 

Halaqas.  

 

Ayesha Ali, Secretary – Board of 

Women’s Affairs 

Hadith Qudsi 1 -  

Muslim - al-

Bukhari, an-

Nasa' 

On the authority 

of Abu Hurayrah 

(may Allah be 

pleased with 

him), who said 

that the  

Messenger of 

Allah (peace be 

upon him) said:  

When Allah 

decreed the 

Creation He 

pledged Himself 

by writing in His 

book which is 

laid down with 

Him: My mercy 

prevails over my 

wrath.  

It was related by  

Muslim (also by 

al-Bukhari, an-

Nasa'i and Ibn 

Majah).  

 
 

Board of Women  
Affairs 
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The following summary 
will address the achieve-
ments to date and the 
planned activities for the 
immediate future. The pro-
jected is divided into Phases 
in order to deliver the key 
functionalities in a timely 
manner: 
 

Phase 1:  Global 
presence on the 
Internet 
In the second half of last 
year the following tasks 
were completed: 
 
The official BCMA web-
site was revamped and 
launched with a new look 
n feel. This website is de-
signed to provide the fol-
lowing features: 
¶ News & Events 
¶ Project Updates 
¶ Newsletter signup & 

Newsletter email 
¶ Detailed information 

on various aspects of 
the Organization 

¶ PayPal Donations  
¶ Schools Information 
¶ Educational resources 

and Useful Links 
¶ Services Offered by the 

Organization 
¶ Women’s Corner 
¶ Funeral Information  
¶ Forms, Gazettes, An-

nouncements and pub-
lication & much More 

 
1. Centralized database  
¶ The design of the cen-

tralized database was 
improved and imple-
mented to share infor-
mation among Head 
Office and branches 

¶ Organization data is 
entered and organized 
by branch 

 

2. Branches and chapter 
websites. The following 
websites were imple-
mented 

¶ Prince George    
pg.thebcma.com 
¶ Abbotsford         
 abbotsford.thebcma.com 
¶ Victoria                 
vicotria.thebcma.com 
¶ Richmond           
richmond.thebcma.com 
 
3.   Admin Panel to admin-
ister these websites 
¶ The Admin Panel is 

functional 
¶ Access were given to 

selected branches 
 

Upcoming Deliveries: 
On an average 2 branch web-
sites can be delivered in 
month. The following web-
sites are in the implementa-
tion Phase and will be availa-
ble shortly. 
¶ Surrey Delta 
¶ Vancouver 
¶ Richmond 
¶ Abbotsford 
¶ Victoria 
 
Scheduled website for the 
month of February 
¶ Surrey East 
¶ Nanaimo 
 

.ǊΦ aǳǎŀ LǎƳŀƛƭ  
±ΦtΦ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ  

 
 

 
 

 

Urgent Appeal 
 
 

BCMA  Prince George 
Masjid 

Project 2010 
To donate online 

www.bcmapg.com 
 

Br Firas Mansour 
Project Manager 
(250)-906-0025 

 
************* 

 
Abbotsford 

Islamic Centre 
1920 Salton Avenue  

Abbotsford BC 
 

To Donate online 
http\\abbotsford. 

thebcma.com 
Or contact 

Br Sami Monir  
604-807-9264 

 
************ 

 
Masjid Al-Salaam  
5060 Canada Way  

Burnaby BC  
(604)524-4494 

www.bcmaburnaby.com 
Contact  

 
Br. Daud Ali 

(778) 829-7864 

 

 
BCMA 
Youth in motion   
 
Our Mission 
Youth of British  
Columbia seeks to  
inspire and provide a 
safe environment for 
the youth to be able to: 
Devote their heart to 
and for the  
understanding & love of 
their Creator Connect to 
the teaching of Qur'an 
& the Sunnah 
Follow traditional  
methods of Islam to 
learn and inspire to cor-
rectly follow the Deen 
 
Services 
Formulate guidelines 
and policies for youth 
group at each Branch/
Chapters for common 
good 
Develop a program of 
events and activities 
with focus on Islamic 
values and leadership 
training  Conduct yearly  
Muslim Youth   
Conventions, 
Sports and recreation  
services to promote 
sports activities 
 
Please contact: 
Imtiaz Asin  
VP for Youth  
12300 Blundell Road 
Richmond, BC  
V6W 1B3 
Canada  
604-270-2522  
604-244-9750 fax  
 
youth@thebcma.com 

Update on IT  

Infrastructure im-

plementation 

http://pg.thebcma.com/
http://abbotsford.thebcma.com/
http://vicotria.thebcma.com/
http://richmond.thebcma.com/


BCMA Prince George Islamic Centre Construction Updates 
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With the blessing of almighty Allah (SWT), the Prince George Islamic Centre Project has been substantially completed and Alham-

dulillah, the Association have received a confirmation by the City of Prince George that we met the Clause 4.2 of the Lease Agree-

ment with the City of Prince George about the Substantial Completion before April 30th, 2011. 

The Association is aiming to obtain a temporary occupancy permit, whereby congregation will have access for prayers and continue 

providing services such as counseling, youth programs, Arabic and Quran classes etc to the community at large and interfaith dia-

logue with other groups until the completion of the building.    

 

 

 

 



P A G E  6  

BCMA           
Upcoming 

Events 
 

Special General Meeting   

Richmond Jamea 
Masjid  

April 17th, 2011 
 

**************** 

Prince George Fundraising 
Dinner    

May 2011 
 

**************** 

Masjid Al-Salaam  
Open House  

May 08th, 2011 
 

**************** 

Annual Ijtama   

Richmond Jamea 
Masjid  

July 08-10, 2011 
 

*************** 

Annual Family Fun Day  

July 16th, 2011 
Richmond Complex  

 
**************** 

Beginning of Ramadhan 
August 01,  2011 

(tentative)  
 

**************** 

Eid Ul Fitr  

August 30,  2011 
(tentative)  

 

 

 
 

BURIAL  INFORMATION 
 

Alhamdullilah , the BC Muslim Association operates a licensed funeral home to cater to the needs of 

the Muslim community by offering traditional Sunni Muslim funerals and burials.  

 

WHAT TO DO IN THE EVENT OF A DEATH: 

DECEASED INFORMATION – FOR BURIAL PERMIT/ REGISTERING THE DEATH 

¶ Registration of Death form must be filled by the next of Kin to obtain the Burial permit.  This 

will be done with the funeral director during the arrangement interview.  The following infor-

mation and relevant documents will be requested: 

¶ Citizenship/ birth certificate/ passport or driver’s license 

¶ Health care card 

¶ Social insurance card 

¶ Full legal name of the deceased 

¶ Date of death 

¶ Full address of the place of death 

¶ Full address of the place of residence 

¶ Marital status 

¶ Full maiden name of spouse 

¶ Occupation of the deceased 

¶ Birth date of the deceased 

¶ Birth place of the deceased (city and country) 

¶ Father’s full name and his place of birth (city and country) 

¶ Mother’s full maiden name and her place of birth (city and 

country) 

¶ The full name, address and relation of the informant 

 

The B.C. Muslim Association owns burial plots in the lower main-

land area at the following cemeteries: 

¶ Ocean View Cemetery at 4000 Imperial Street, Burnaby 

¶ Victory Memorial Park Cemetery at 14831 28 Avenue, Surrey 

¶ Vedder View Gardens Cemetery at 44675 Watson Road, Chil-

liwack 

  

The current cost of a burial plot is $550.00 in Vedder View 

Gardens.  Those who have not purchased burial plots in advance 

before the time of death, the cost for a plot will be $850.00 at  

Veder View Gardens, and depending upon availability, $2,300.00 

in Victory Memorial Park and Ocean View Burial Park.  Thos 

who are interested in purchasing burial plots in advance for  

Victory Memorial Park or Ocean View Burial Park may call the 

Burial administrator at 604-727-8001. 

 

BC Muslim Association Funeral Service Charge: 

There is a funeral service charge which includes Kaffan, all Ghusl Sup-

plies, Transportation, Documentation, Arranging and Administration 

amounting to $980.00 plus HST.  Please note that a mandatory $27.00 

government fee and death certificates at $27.00 each are not included 

in the above mentioned service charge.  Religious Rites and Facilities 

are provided at no charge.  A Sunni Muslim who has not purchased a 

burial plot from BCMA but would like to have only a funeral service 

from BCMA will be charged $1,750.00 plus HST. 

 

Funeral/Burial 
Contact  

Information 
************** 

Mohammed Imraz Asin  
Funeral Director  

(604)727-8001 
imraz.asin@thebcma.com 

 
******************* 

Mohammed Asin Bakridi  
V.P. Funeral Services  

(604) 614-3622 
 

********************* 
 

Majid Al Iman  
2218 Quadra Street  

Victoria, BC  
(250) 995-1422 

 
******************* 

Islamic Centre of Nanaimo  
905 Hecate Street  

Nanaimo , BC  
(250) 758-3768 

 
***************** 

Masjid As-Salaam  
1120 Highway 33, 

Kelowna BC  
(250) 979-1370 

 
***************** 

BCMA Head Office  
(604)270-2522 

 
 



BC Muslim School & Mosque Fair  
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Masjid Al-Iman Reconstruction Project Appeal 

Current facilities for women and men    

The expanding Muslim community of Victoria is no longer able to accommodate the congregation in the two aged adjoining 

homes purchased in 1996. There is a dire shortage of prayer space during Friday prayer and Taraweeh People are forced to 

pray on the balcony, in an unapproved basement, and in the shoe-rack and wudu areas. A recent complaint to the City may 

trigger closing of the basement and strict limits to the number 

of persons able to attend for Salaat. A redevelopment project 

estimated to cost $1.56M, has been established of which 

$600,000 has been raised locally. Since the cost of the new 

project is far in excess of what the largely working class local 

Muslim community can provide, we are obliged to seek finan-

cial assistance from our brothers and sisters both nationally and 

internationally. After asking Allah’s help we turn to you, our 

brothers and sisters in Islam for financial assistance in this no-

ble cause.  

Contribution Options: By Cheque to BCMA Victoria Branch 

-Reconstruction mailed to: BCMA Victoria Branch, P O Box 

8618, Victoria BC, V8W 3S2, Canada.  
 Proposed New Facility  

BC Muslim Association
12300 Blundell Road, Richmond BC V6W 1B3

presents 

For  more information contact:
SaizadKhan    604-767-8639
NazimKhan    604-727-0562
BasheerPatel 604-786-8950 ςsports@thebcma.com

Supported by the Ministry of Public Safety & Solicitor General
Direct Access Grant Program 

April 23 ς24, 2011
Goldstone Park
14699 -58, Avenue, Surrey BC 



BCMA Gazette 

Is the Official Publication of the  

BC Muslim Association 

12300 Blundell Rd,  

Richmond, BC V6W 1B3 

Communications Board 

Insha-Allah, the Board of Communication will make every effort 

to publish regular newsletters in this simple format, to keep the 

Jamah informed of the activities of the association. 

The Board welcomes input and contributions of articles from 

branches, chapters and individual members that will  

contribute information of  interest to the general membership of 

the association.  

 

Aleem Kamal 

VP Public Relations & Communication 

BC Muslim Association 

12300 Blundell Rd, Richmond, BC V6W 1B3 

Phone: 604-270-2522 

Fax: 604-244-9750 

E-mail: media@thebcma.com 

Board Of Communication 

Services 

 

Aleem Kamal 

Editor 

 

Committee Members: 

Nasib Ali, Ayesha  Ali & 

Saiyad Ali 

 

Were on the 

www.thebcma.com 

Disclaimer 

We assume no responsibility for views ex-

pressed in this newsletter, including all arti-

cles, features or advertising. Views   ex-

pressed in this newsletter do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the publisher. We apolo-

gize in advance for any errors contained 

within this  

newsletter 

Copyright BC Muslim Association 

All Rights Reserved 


