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B.C. Muslims Condemn Israeli Attacks on Gaza 
RICHMOND, B.C.                                                              June 2, 2010 
 
The B.C. Muslim Association, representing the B.C. Muslim community strongly 
condemns the high seas piracy committed by Israel on the (Freedom Flotilla) 
ships that caused many killings and dozens of injured among the International peace 
activists. 
 We peace loving Canadians were shocked and outraged by such 

Israeli government attack against non combatant ships carrying humanitarian supplies 
to the long besieged 1.5 million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.  
 
The B.C. Muslim Association therefore calls upon the Canadian Government and all 
world leaders in particular the United States of America to strongly censure Israel at the 
United Nations and in other international forums condemning such attacks on 
humanitarian aid convoys and dissuade Israel from carrying out such 
destructive actions. We urge the Harper Government to take responsible and balanced 

stand against the ongoing collective punishment of Palestinians and to use its best 

endeavours with Israel to respect International Human Rights. 
 
For permanent peace in the Middle East to prevail, the Association calls upon Israel to 
end its occupation of Palestinian territories in accordance with the United Nations 

Resolutions.  
 
For additional information, contact:  
 
Br Aleem Kamal, V.P. Public Relations & Communication    
Email:  media@thebcma.com 

 

 

http://www.bcmapg.com/
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Training Season (Ramadan) 
Athletes train hard to win. They base their entire schedule- including sleep, meals and social life- around their training.  
Getting up early mornings and forgoing get-togethers with friends and family due to the demand of their sport becomes a 
routine sacrifice for them.  All of this stems from the burning desire to win, to succeed, to surpass.  An athlete knows well that 
winning is not usually a matter of working hard; it is a matter of working harder.  Thus every devoted athlete strives to reach 
above and beyond the limits of his or her competitors, knowing that this extra exertion will bear fruit at the finish line. 
When someone signs up to participate in a race, they know they have to prepare well ahead of time.  Let’s say there is a 
race participant who does not practice during the training season.  When asked how he expects to win the race without 
training and practising like the other competitors, he says that when the race begins he will exert more energy and run 
harder than everyone else, and that is how he plans to win.  This person needs to be explained that training and practice is 
what enables a person to work harder at the time of competition.  To dream about running faster without training accordingly 
is fruitless. 

RamaḼān is the ultimate season of competition for believers- the spiritual Olympics, if you will.  The competition is global, 
and the stakes are high.  But the bar of excellence set by Islam is much higher and far more noble than the standard 
maintained in worldly competitions.  This competition is based on attaining spiritual perfection, which is much higher an 
achievement than mastering the feat of jumping, throwing or the like.  Secondly, the aim of a Muslim is not to achieve 
recognition of his or her devotions in this world, but to receive acknowledgement of his or her success at the ultimate and 
absolute awards ceremony held on the Day of Judgement. 
With such a noble event drawing near, it makes sense for all registered participants (Muslims) to start limbering up their 
spiritual muscles and working on the speed, endurance and technique with which they perform their deeds. 
 
Aisha (Al lah be wel l pleased with her) narrates:  I  never saw the Prophet of Allah ïpeace and 
blessings of Al lah upon him- fast ing more frequently in any month than the month of ShabǕn.  
(BukhǕrǭ)   
 
The Prophet –peace and blessings of Allah upon him- also used to pray: Oô Allah!  Bless the months of Rajab and ShabǕn 

for us, and enable us to reach RamaḼǕn.   

These prophetic actions and prayers indicate the importance of due preparation for the month of RamaḼān before it arrives.  
Let us start our own preparations from now by paying attention to our religious obligations.  We need to assess the condition 

of our Ẓalāh, zakāh, recitation of Qurān, dealings and behaviour.  Sincere repentance for our shortcomings throughout the 
year (or throughout our lives in general), and the resolution to gain the nearness and friendship of Allah for once and for all is 
the minimum training required to achieve a winning position in this great event.  Let us train hard today, and be ready to 
compete when the time comes. 
 
Aasim Rashid 
Imam, Mufti 
BCMA, Surrey/Delta Branch      

 

Prince George Islamic Centre-Project (Work in progress) 
To Donate online: www.bcmapg.com 

                                                                                

 

 

http://www.bcmapg.com/
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Report from BCMA Burnaby Branch- Br Bob Rahiman 

With the Grace of Almighty Allah Subhan Au Tala, and a lot of sweat, tears, dedicated hard work & financial contributions put in 
by a number of Brothers & Sisters the past decade, Alhamdolillah we have finally accomplished building this magnificent 
Masjid.  
 
Our past Management and Design Team had the vision to look to the future and plan on building a structure that would stand 
out as a monument to their hard work, and cater to more than 500 Muslim families in Burnaby and the surrounding areas. The 
structure with its main dome, minaret and manicured lawns speaks for itself. For this, we were awarded an Excellence Award 
in Architecture last year. 
 
Now we don’t have to rent halls, PNE and other facilities to conduct our prayers and hold other functions, it’s all here. 
 
The land area is a little over ½ acre with the Masjid floor area of 1380 sq. ft, an Education Centre with 1900 sq.ft and General 
Area of 2950 sq.ft. Underground covered parking is available for 50 vehicles, off site and adjacent City lot takes another 100 
vehicles. On special occasions, and during the month of Ramadan, we rent another 50 spaces at the Burnaby Museum. 
 
In addition to the Men’s Prayer hall on the first floor, we have a Multi Purpose Hall, generally used for all types of functions and 
serves as an overflow during Jumma and other Salaat. An open courtyard for fair weather social gathering is augmented with a 
mobile tent for use during foul weather. We have one classroom on the main floor that can hold 20 students, plus an 
administrator’s office. The multi-media library is also located adjacent to it, with state of the art computers, media and reference 
material for students and parents. All floors are equipped with TV Monitor Media Centres displaying prayer times and 
programs, and all areas except the washrooms are equipped with sound system. 
 
Mezzanine area for sisters consists of Wudu room, washrooms and shower facility. Top floor comprises sister’s prayer hall and 
a unique, quiet room for mothers with babies and toddlers. 
 
A special room has been designed for confidential counseling which also serves as a meeting room. Adjacent to it is a Youth 
Room with washroom & shower facility that Insha Allah we will have equipped with exercise equipment in the very near future.  
There are a total of 4 classrooms upstairs accommodating 20 students in each classroom. 
 
In addition to five daily prayers, the facility provides services of a traditional Madressa (100 students) offering education in 
Quran, Hadith, Fiqh and Arabic Language, as well as instructions for the basic needs of the Muslim Community such as Family 
and Youth Counseling, Religious Seminars, Inter Faith Seminars, Adult Education, Computer Courses etc. In addition, we have 
upwards of 10 students taking daily after school Quran recitation classes. Various other religious classes and courses are held 
on a regular basis.  
For our aging population, Seniors Programs, healthy food kitchen & health seminars are conducted on a regular basis with 
health professionals from a number of medical fields donating their time to meet with participants, review medications, provide 
guidance and do a quick medical review for them.   
 
With the growing needs of our growing youth, one initiative we initiated with visiting Imams is an invitation for youth to join 
“Youth Breakfast with the Imam” program whereby our youth are able to interact with the Imam in an open forum, discussing 
issues facing them on a daily basis, locally or globally. No adult or parents participate in this round table get together, allowing 
the youth to bring their issues to the Imam and their peers in a confidential setting. 
 
Masjid Al Salaam & Education Centre embarked on an organized Food Bank Program. We started off with 5 needy families; it 
has now grown to 45 families with 15 on the waitlist. The program is totally funded by donations earmarked for this specific 
purpose and from drop off of non-perishable food items by the congregation. The Women’s Chapter has taken on this 
responsibility assisting the Director of Social Services. In addition, they also provide soup & sandwiches once a month to feed 
about 80 homeless people at St. Andrews Church, and meat & groceries to the United Church on a monthly basis to augment 
their soup kitchen program 
 
We now experience a full house during Jumma Salaat, to the point that the Multi Purpose Hall is overflowing with Friday 
congregation. With continuous use of facility and programs offered on a daily basis, comes added operational costs. Money 
collected from food & bakery sales, and collections at the door goes towards paying operational costs. 
 
The interior and exterior work is completed with the City conducting Final Inspection and issuing us a Full Occupancy 
Permit on January 21

st
, 2009.  

 
Another major milestone reached is the completion of the Ghusul Room. This will be the first Government approved Ghusul 
facility for BCMA, and I’d like to thank various parties that sponsored various construction and equipment components of this 
project, and to the BCMA Burial Service for their input in the construction of the Ghusul Room. Our Women’s Chapter held a 
fund raising dinner recently to collect funds to build a cooler room for the preservation of body before burial. This was a very 
successful drive, with 100% of pledges and donations collected. The plan is to complete the cooler room by late July. 

 

Other work remaining & in progress is completing all remaining exterior lighting, 
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Other work remaining & in progress is completing all remaining exterior lighting, repaint & touch up painting, minor upgrades 
inside & outside, plus a number of other small improvements to enhance the facility including an approved food preparation 
area. 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank each and everyone who has worked from day one in building this Masjid, our 
Architect Studio Senbel, past & present Management Committee, past and present Construction Committee and all 
volunteers. The sweat equity in building and maintaining this Masjid has been enormous, may Allah Subhan Au Tala reward 
everyone for their contribution. 
 
I would also like to thank each and everyone for their generous donations towards the Capital Fund. With the issuance of a 
Full Occupancy Permit by no means that we are done. We still have Development Permit obligations to fulfill with the City of 
Burnaby to build a median East and West sides of Canada Way & Bank overdraft to pay down. One major milestone we 
reached this year was to pay out all Karaja Hasana. Insha Allah we will continue to hold various fund raising activities and 
drives to pay off the debts so that BCMA can focus on other Capital Projects in planning or under construction.  
 
Bob Rahiman,  
Director- Construction Services 

 

 

 

 
 
I 
 

 

BCMA-Prince George Islamic Centre-Report 
 
On June 6, 2010 we marked the first anniversary of the ground breaking of the Prince George Islamic Center. 
Alhamdulillah we have made a great progress in the past year to realize the dream of the Muslim Community in Prince 
George to build the first Islamic Center in the northern BC. 
The foundation was completed last fall. The construction restarted in early spring and after a few weeks of break in May 
due to the late arrival of some construction material the construction is in full swing again and the building is taking shape. 
We took the opportunity of our anniversary to make a presentation to the city council to update the city about the progress 
we made and the successes and the difficulties we had in the past year and to thank the Mayer and the city council for 
their support of our project. The presentation was well received by the Mayer and the city council as well as the local 
media and generated a new excitement about our project.   
In early May we had a successful fundraising event in Richmond Mosque that was organized by the BCMA. On behalf of 
the Muslim community in Prince George we would like to thank the BCMA leadership and all the branches and chapters for 
their support and I would to thank all the brothers and sisters who contributed generously. Jazakum Allah Khayran.  
 
Firas Mansour 
Project Manager 
Prince George Islamic Center 
 

BCMA Extra launches Summer Day Camp Program 
 
This summer, the BCMA Board of Education-Extracurricular Services is pleased to present the BCMA Summer Day Camp 
program.  The camp runs for 5 adventure-filled weeks from July 5

th
 to August 6

th
. Experienced staff and trained 

volunteers will supervise, instruct and encourage your child. Each week will be filled with arts and crafts, sports 
competitions, organized games, field trips, leadership activities, weekly field trip and thematic events. Children will enjoy 
safe, fun and developmentally appropriate activities in an Islamic environment.  
Located onsite at the BC Muslim School in Richmond, your child will have access to specialized facilities at the camp and 
a convenient pick up and drop off location for you. In addition, bus service from Surrey-Delta (Jamia Masjid), Surrey-East 
(Masjid Al Rahma), Burnaby (Masjid Al Salaam) and Vancouver (Masjid Al Haqq) to and from the camp will be available for 
a minimal fee. For your convenience before care (7:30am to 9:00am) or after care (4:00am to 6:00pm) is available at the 
site. Pre-registration is required and the service cost is $25 per session per week.  
Programs are available for three age groups: Sprouts of Islam (KG-1), Explorers (Ages 7-9) and Pathfinders (Ages 10-
13- boys and girls are separated in this group). These camps have been designed to be a summer experience that your 
child will never forget. Spots are limited so be sure to register your child today! 
Other Extracurricular Services include the upcoming BCMA Preschool (currently in process of licensing and renovations 
under guidance for the Preschool Advisory Board), Afterschool Programs (currently in development and to include tutoring 
for school-aged children and youth and sports programs both in Richmond and Surrey) and the already established Arabic 
Immersion Program (certification program through the Saudi Embassy and equivalent to the Saudi curriculum for KG-
Grade 12 students on Saturdays at Richmond Masjid). We welcome ideas and feedback and are currently also looking for 
volunteers for these programs. 
For more information about the BCMA Extra Summer Camp Program, to register your child or to find out more about 
BCMA Extra: programs contact Brother Ali Haidar 
 
Office: 604 270 2511 X 103          website:http://extra.thebcma.com 

 
 

http://extra.thebcma.com/
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The BC Muslim Association Ramadan Timetable- 2010 
                                              

RAMADAAN  

DAYS DATE SUHOOR SUNRISE ZAWAAL DUHR ASR MAGHRIB  ISHA   

 

  August ENDS     IFTAR      

DATE  2010 FAJR 
BEGINS 

AM PM PM PM PM  PM   
 

AUGUST              

1* WED 11   4:03 5:56 1:17 1:24 6:23 8:41  10:11    

2 THURS 12 4:05 5:58 1:17 1:24 6:22 8:39  10:09    

3 FRI 13 4:07 5:59 1:17 1:24 6:21 8:37  10:07    

4 SAT 14 4:09 6:00 1:17 1:24 6:20 8:35  10:05    

5 SUN 15 4:11 6:02 1:17 1:24 6:18 8:34  10:04    

6 MON 16 4:13 6:03 1:17 1:24 6:17 8:32  10:02    

7 TUES 17 4:15 6:05 1:16 1:23 6:16 8:30  10:00    

8 WED 18 4:17 6:06 1:16 1:23 6:14 8:28  9:58    

9 THURS 19 4:19 6:08 1:16 1:23 6:13 8:26  9:56    

10 FRI 20 4:21 6:09 1:16 1:23 6:12 8:24  9:54    

11 SAT 21 4:22 6:11 1:15 1:22 6:10 8:22  9:52    

12 SUN 22 4:24 6:12 1:15 1:22 6:09 8:20  9:50    

13 MON 23 4:26 6:13 1:15 1:22 6:07 8:18  9:48    

14 TUES 24 4:28 6:15 1:15 1:22 6:06 8:16  9:46    

15 WED 25 4:30 6:16 1:14 1:21 6:04 8:14  9:44    

16 THURS 26 4:32 6:18 1:14 1:21 6:03 8:12  9:42    

17 FRI 27 4:34 6:19 1:14 1:21 6:01 8:10  9:40    

18 SAT 28 4:36 6:21 1:13 1:20 6:00 8:08  9:38    

19 SUN 29 4:37 6:22 1:13 1:20 5:58 8:06  9:36    

20 MON 30 4:39 6:24 1:13 1:20 5:57 8:04  9:34    

21 TUES 31 4:41 6:25 1:13 1:20 5:55 8:02  9:32    

SEPTEMBER              

22 WED 1 4:43 6:26 1:12 1:19 5:54 8:00  9:30    

23 THURS 2 4:45 6:28 1:12 1:19 5:52 7:58  9:28    

24 FRI 3 4:46 6:29 1:12 1:19 5:50 7:56  9:26    

25 SAT 4 4:48 6:31 1:11 1:18 5:49 7:54  9:24    

26 SUN 5 4:50 6:32 1:11 1:18 5:47 7:52  9:22    

27 MON 6 4:52 6:34 1:11 1:18 5:45 7:49  9:19    

28 TUES 7 4:53 6:35 1:10 1:17 5:44 7:47  9:17    

29 WED 8 4:55 6:37 1:10 1:17 5:42 7:45  9:15    

30** THURS 9 4:57 6:38 1:10 1:17 5:40 7:43  9:13    

 *** FRI 10 1st 
SHAWWAL 

1431 AH EID-
UL-FITR 

2010 

          

*     Month of Ramadan 1431 AH.  Birth of New Moon at 6:51am Vancouver time on Tuesday, August 10
th

, 2010.  
        Beginning of Ramadan will be decided by local moon sighting/global sighting  
**    Month of Shawwal 1431 AH. Birth of New Moon at 8:36am, Vancouver time on Friday, September 09

th
, 2010. 

***  1
st

 Shawwal/Eid-ul-Fitr will be decided by local moon sighting/global sighting       
     
NIYAT FOR SAUM     NOTE:     
"Nawaitu sawma ghadin min shahri Ramadan"  THE ABOVE TIMES ARE FOR THE LOWER MAINLAND  
(I intend to fast tomorrow in the month of Ramadan)  AREA ONLY, FOR OTHER AREAS:     
IFTAR       Vancouver Island, Victoria ADD 4 minutes     
"Allahummah inni laka sumto wa ala rizqika afterto"  Nanaimo and Duncan ADD 5 minutes     
(O Allah I have fasted for You, with Your sustenance I  Central ADD 10 minutes.  Powell River ADD 9 minutes 

break the fast.)      Northern Tip ADD 15 minutes.  Eastern BC, Trail, Nelson 
LAILATUL QADR     Revelstoke, Golden Area MINUS 17 minutes. 
The Holy Prophet (SAWS) is reported to have said  Cranbrook MINUS 1 hr 17 minutes.  Chilliwack MINUS 4 min. 
"Search for Lailatul Qadr in the ODD NIGHTS OF THE  Upper Fraser, Kamloops, Okanagon MINUS 12 minutes 

LAST THIRD OF RAMADAAN" 21, 23, 25, 27, & 29.  

FOR TARAWEEH SALAH AND FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  (604) 270-2522  or  www.thebcma.com              

         
        

http://www.thebcma.com/
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InshaAllah, the Board of Communication will 
make every effort to publish regular 
newsletters in this simple format, to keep the 
Jamaat informed of the activities of the 
association. 
 

 

 
BCMA Summer Day Camp is 
new innovative, educational and fun-
filled initiative program by BCMA 
Board of Education invites kids age 6 
to 13 to join in Summer Fun 
 
Phone: (604) 270-2511 ext.103 
Fax: (604) 270-2679 
E-Mail: programs@thebcma.com 
________________________________________ 
 

BCMA ï Annual Family Fun Day 
   

¶ Sunday July 11th, 2010 from 
2:00pm ï 7:00pm  

¶ Richmond Jamea Masjid, 
12300 Blundell Road, 
Richmond BC  

¶ For more information, 
please visit 
www.thebcma.com or 
contact Br. Imtiaz at 
youth@thebcma.com 

 

 

Communications Board  

 

BCMA Gazette 
 

Is a publication of the 
 

British  

Columbia  

Muslim  

Association 
 

Aleem Kamal 
VP Public Relations & 

Communication 
 

 

© All Rights Reserved 

12300 Blundell Road 
Richmond, BC  

V6W 1B3 
 
 

PHONE: 
604.270.2522 

 
FAX: 

604.244.9750 
 

Burial Services 
604-727-8001 
604-614-3622 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
bcma@shawcable.com 

Weôre on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.thebcma.com 

The Board welcomes input and 
contributions of articles from branches, 
chapters and individual members that will 
contribute information of interest to the 
general membership of the association.  
 

BCMA ï Executive Board 
Sikandar Khan 
President 
president@thebcma.com 
Aiyub Khairati 
General Secretary 
secretary@thebcma.com 
Fareed Raza 
General Treasurer 
treasurer@thebcma.com 
Shahadat Hussein 
V.P. Religious 
religious@thebcma.com 
Musa Ismail 
V.P. Planning  
planning@thebcma.com 
Faizal Aziz 
V.P. Education 
education@thebcma.com 
Aleem Kamal 
V.P. Public Relations & 
Communications 
media@thebcma.com 
Bashir Patel 
V.P. Sports 
sports@thebcma.com 
Shawkat Hassan 
V.P. Social Serv 
social@thebcma.com 
Asin Bakridi 
V.P. Burial 
burial@thebcma.com 
Imtiaz Asin 
V.P. Youth Services 
youth@thebcma.com 
Fariyad Ali 
Asst Treasurer 
 

 

Disclaimer 
We assume no responsibility for views 
expressed in this newsletter, including all 
articles, features or advertising. Views   
expressed in this newsletter do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the publisher. 
We apologize in advance for any errors 
contained within this newsletter 

To advertise in BCMA Gazette 
contact  

Br. Aleem Kamal 604.258.8535 
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